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~History of the Alabama Legislature~ 
 

 The Alabama Legislature was established in 1819, the same year Alabama  
became a state.  The Alabama Legislature consists of a Senate and a House of 
Representatives which meets annually in Montgomery for regular sessions.  The 
regular session lasts for 30 legislative days, over 105 calendar days.  However, the 
Governor may call a special session which would last for an additional 12 legislative 
days. 
 

 To be eligible to run as a legislator, one must have lived in Alabama for three 
years before running for office.  The person must also be at least 35 years old to be a 
state senator, and at least 21 years old to be a representative.  Legislators are elected 
to four year terms.   
 

 There are separate chambers for the Senate and House of Representatives.  
The Alabama State Capitol has been located in different towns; initially in Cahaba, 
then Tuscaloosa, before moving to Montgomery in 1846.  The present capitol building 
was built in 1851, replacing the original building which was destroyed by fire in 1849.  
This historical building was restored to its original beauty and the legislature moved 
across the street to the Alabama State House. 


